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Public Statement
The Law Society of Upper Canada condemns the assassination of lawyer Salwa
Bugaighis
Toronto — The Law Society of Upper Canada condemns the assassination of Salwa
Bugaighis, prominent Libyan lawyer and human rights activist.
On June 25, 2014, Salwa Bugaighis was assassinated in Benghazi, Libya. Salwa
Bugaighis played a significant role in Libya’s 2011 revolution. She was an advocate for
gender equality and women’s political participation in Libya. In addition, she was a
founding member of Libya’s National Transitional Council and a member of the National
Dialogue Preparatory Committee. Salwa Bugaighis was also known for her work
defending political prisoners.
Salwa Bugaighis had accused militant groups of undermining the June 25, 2014, Libyan
parliamentary elections and called for protection of the polling stations. On the day of her
death, she participated in a phone interview with Libya’s al-Nabaa TV and spoke of
fighting between army units and Islamist armed elements in Benghazi. She was fearful
that the violence would prevent people from voting.
Shortly after the interview, Salwa Bugaighis was shot dead in her home in Benghazi by
unknown assailants. We believe that she was targeted because of her human rights work.
Her husband, Issam al-Ghariani, an elected member of the Benghazi municipal council,
has been missing since the June 25, 2014, attack. He is feared to have been abducted by
the attackers.
The Law Society is deeply concerned about situations where lawyers are targeted in the
legitimate exercise of their duties. International human rights instruments, including the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights state that respect for human rights is essential to advancing the rule of
law. Article 16 of the United Nations Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers states
“governments shall ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of their professional
functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper interference; are able
to travel and to consult with their clients freely; and shall not suffer, or be threatened
with, prosecution or administrative, economic or other sanctions for any action taken in
accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”
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The Law Society urges the government of Libya to:
a.

thoroughly investigate the death of Salwa Bugaighis and to ensure that the
perpetrators of this act of violence are tried fairly and are brought to
justice;

b.

ensure that all lawyers can carry out their peaceful and legitimate activities
without fear of physical violence or other human rights violations;

c.

put an end to all acts of harassment and intimidation of human rights
defenders in Libya; and

d.

ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms in accordance with international human rights standards and
international instruments.

The Law Society of Upper Canada is the governing body for more than 47,000 lawyers
and 6,000 paralegals in the province of Ontario, Canada and the Treasurer is the head of
the Law Society. The mandate of the Law Society is to govern the legal profession in the
public interest by upholding the independence, integrity and honour of the legal
profession for the purpose of advancing the cause of justice and the rule of law.
The Law Society urges the legal community to intervene in support of members of the
legal profession in Libya in their effort to advance the respect of human rights and to
promote the rule of law.
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