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Public Statement
The Law Society of Upper Canada expresses grave concerns about the harassment of
lawyer Negad El-Borai in Egypt
The Law Society received reports of the continued judicial harassment of Mr. Negad El-Borai,
human rights lawyer and director of the “United Group – Attorneys-at-law, Legal Advisors” (United
Group).
According to the information received, Negad El-Borai was summoned to an investigation on 17th
May 2016 in relation to a complaint filed by the High Judicial Council. The complaint relates to
Negad El-Borai’s work on an anti-torture bill in March 2015, and his advocacy before the Egyptian
authorities for its adoption in April 2015. The complaint also relates to a workshop that Negad ElBorai organized in order to discuss the proposed bill.
The summons of 17th May 2016 was the fifth of its kind: Negad El-Borai was summoned to four
previous investigations in the same case. Following the fourth investigation on 3 March 2016, he
was arrested, released and charged with “establishing an unlicensed entity for the intent of inciting
resistance to the authorities”, “implementing human rights activities without a license”, “deliberately
spreading false information with the purpose of harming public order or public interest” and
“receiving funds from the National Center for State Courts (NCSC)”.
On 17th May 2016, the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders (the
“Observatory”) published a letter condemning the ongoing judicial harassment of Negad El-Borai.
Furthermore, the Observatory expressed its concern that human rights defenders and
organizations fighting against torture in Egypt are being increasingly targeted by the authorities.
The letter also noted that the criminalization of anti-torture work comes in the context of a dramatic
deterioration of the human rights situation in Egypt, which has been marked by a crackdown on
civil society and an increase in reported cases of torture, deaths in detention and disappearances.
The Law Society of Upper Canada urges the government of Egypt to consider Articles 16 and 23 of
the United Nations’ Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers.
Article 16 states:
Governments shall ensure that lawyers (a) are able to perform all of their
professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or improper
interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both
within their own country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened
with, prosecution or administrative, economics or other sanctions for any
action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties, standards and
ethics.
Moreover, Article 23 states:

Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief,
association and assembly. In particular, they shall have the rights to take part
in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of
justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form
local, national or international organizations and attend their meetings,
without suffering professional restrictions by reason of their lawful action or
their membership in a lawful organization.
The Law Society urges the government of Egypt to:
a.
b.
c.
d.

put an end to all acts of harassment against Negad El-Borai as well as other
lawyers and human rights defenders in Egypt;
Immediately and unconditionally withdraw all charges against Negad El-Borai;
guarantee all the procedural rights that should be accorded to Negad El-Borai and
other human rights lawyers and defenders in Egypt;
ensure in all circumstances respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in
accordance with international human rights standards and international instruments.
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