
2016 Licensing Examination Orientation Video – English Script: 

Welcome to the Law Society of Upper Canada’s Licensing Examination Orientation. This video will 
provide information about the Barrister, Solicitor, and Paralegal Licensing Examinations in Ontario. For 
more detailed information about the Licensing Examinations, including examination dates, times and 
locations, examination rules and protocol, and the structure and content of the examinations, please 
consult the Law Society’s website at the link on the screen. You should review all of these Licensing 
Examination materials when you are preparing for each examination. 

This video will focus on what to expect on the day you write your Licensing Examination.  

The total length of each examination is 7 hours. Each examination sitting is comprised of two parts: a 
morning session and an afternoon session, each three-and-a-half hours in length, with a lunch break in 
between. It is a full day event.  

Prior to arriving at the venue, please ensure that you have reviewed all applicable security policies and 
other materials on our website. Make sure that all the items you plan to bring with you to the venue are 
permitted, and do not bring any prohibited items.  

The venues for writing the Licensing Examinations are formal settings. They include dedicated coat 
check stations, registration stations, and security screening areas. 

Most candidates will write their Licensing Examination at a large venue. You should remember that 
there will be hundreds of other candidates checking in and being screened at the same time as you. It is 
important to arrive early enough to ensure that this administration process runs smoothly and that you 
have time to get settled into your surroundings. You must be seated in your assigned seat within the 
Testing Area by no later than 30 minutes prior to the start of Part 1 of the examination sitting.  

Upon arrival at the venue, you may access the coat check stations to drop off any outerwear and other 
items, such as cell phones, that you will not be bringing into the Testing Area. You should then proceed 
immediately to the Registration Desk, to sign the registration sheet. You must present your Law Society 
ID Card at that time. If you are picking up your Law Society ID Card on the day of your examination, you 
should visit the Law Society’s Information Desk at the venue. 

After you have signed the registration sheet, you will be issued a registration wristband, which indicates 
your seat number. You must wear this wristband for the duration of the day. You are not permitted to 
enter the Testing Area without your wristband. 

Following registration, you must proceed to the security screening area, where your personal items will 
be inspected. Over the course of the day you will proceed through the screening area a total of four 
times: upon entry to and exit from the Testing Area for both Part 1 and Part 2 of the examination. 

Once you have checked in and passed through the security screening area, you will enter the Testing 
Area and must proceed directly to your assigned seat. You will be expected to sit in your assigned seat 
for the duration of the examination period (except for the lunch break). At your desk, you must at all 
times display your Law Society ID Card on the desk’s top corner that faces the aisle. You must keep your 
storage bag, which contains your permitted personal items, directly under your chair at all times during 
the writing of the examination.  



You may not leave your seat during the Examination Sitting unless escorted by a Proctor. If you need to 
use one of the washrooms located inside the Testing Area, remain seated at your desk and raise your 
hand. A proctor will escort you to and from the washroom. 

The Testing Area is secured and closed during the lunch break between Part 1 and Part 2 of the 
Examination Sitting. You are not permitted to remain in the Testing Area during that break. After the 
lunch break, you must follow the same procedures for entering the Testing Area as you did before Part 1 
of the examination. 

Inside the Testing Area, at each desk, you will find a copy of the Examination Materials, two pencils, a 
highlighter, a calculator and an eraser. The Law Society provides these items to each candidate. Pencils 
must be used to fill in the answer sheet. 

Time is kept by a digital timer visible to all candidates. The Lead Proctor will start and stop the timer and 
will instruct candidates when to start and stop writing the examination.  

After you have entered the Testing Area and seated yourself at your desk, the Lead Proctor at the venue 
will give oral instructions about the examination. After these instructions have concluded, it will be time 
to write your Licensing Examination. We wish you the best in your preparations. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the Law Society at the information provided below if you have any questions. 


