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---Upon commencing at 3:15 p.m. 

THE TREASURER:  Convocation will come to 

order.  Please remain standing while the Law Society Choir 

sings our National Anthem. 

---National Anthem 

THE TREASURER:   Please be seated.  My name 

is Harvey Strosberg, and I am the Treasurer of the Law 

Society.  The Treasurer is the President.  The Law Society 

of Upper Canada governs the legal profession in Ontario in 

the public interest.  The Directors of the Law Society are 

called Benchers and the Directors' meeting is called 

Convocation.  Today the Benchers of the Law Society have 

assembled in Convocation to admit Maureen Kempston Darkes 

to the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, and to 

bestow upon our candidates the Degree of Barrister-at-Law 

and to call each of them to the Bar of the Province of 

Ontario.  Once those pleasant tasks are completed 

Convocation will adjourn.  Chief Justice Lesage, Mr. 

Justice Filer will convene a special sittings of the Court 

of Appeal for Ontario and the Ontario Court of Justice 

(General Division) for the purposes of the administration 

of the Oath of Allegiance, the Barristers Oath and the 

Solicitors Oath. 

I would like to take a moment to introduce 

the people that are up on the platform.  Maureen Kempston 

Darkes.  Please stand.  She is our candidate for a doctoral 

degree.  Thank you.  Chief Justice Lesage; and we have to 
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stage right the Honourable Mr. Justice Sam Filer and his 

wife Tony Silberman.  Thank you for coming.  The Registrar 

of the Ontario Court of Appeal, Huguette Malyon; Dean Peter 

Hogg from Osgoode Hall Law School; Freya Kristjanson 

representing the Canadian Bar Association of Ontario; James 

Musgrove representing the Metropolitan Toronto Lawyers 

Association; James Hodgson, representing The Advocates' 

Society.  A proud father, his son will be called today.  

Jeffrey Cowan, Head of Section from Public Law.  We have 

Jimmy Dick.  He will perform for us an Honour Song after 

the Call to the Bar.  Benchers of the Law Society, Nancy 

Backhouse, Nora Angeles, Heather Ross, Eleanore Cronk, 

Niels Ortved, Thomas Carey, Gord Bobesich, Paul Lamek, 

Donald Lamont.  I forgot to introduce him this morning so 

Donald Lamont again.  Shirley O'Connor from Sioux Lookout. 

 We are delighted to have you here with us today.  Helene 

Puccini, Gerald Swaye.  The staff of the Law Society, John 

Saso, Chief Executive Officer; Richard Tinsley, Secretary; 

Bob Bernhardt, the Director of Education; Ian Lebane, Cindy 

Pinkus, Roman Woloszczuk, the Registrar.  Thank you. 

I want to make one comment about one of our 

platform guests, The Honourable Sam Filer.  Sam is an old 

friend of mine.  In August of 1987 he was diagnosed with 

ALS which is Lou Gehrig's Disease and Lou Gehrig's Disease 

has no effect on the mind but in its stages it paralyses 

the muscles and in Sam's case he is paralysed except for 

his jaw muscles and some movement in an eyebrow and one 
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finger.  He communicates by using his jaw muscles to send 

Morse code impulses to a computer and voice synthesizer. 

Despite his disability he works as a judge.  He is a 

Canadian hero who has demonstrated how indomitable spirit 

will overcome the severeness of disability.  It is a 

delight to have you with us. 

Now, Convocation is a formal affair.  You 

have been told that, for instance, there will be no 

clapping.  And you will be told that you are not to cry out 

"There is my Jimmy" or "There is my Joey."  You will be 

told spontaneity is inconsistent with solemnity.  Don't 

listen to any of that.  This is your day.  Don't worry 

about crying babies.  If you want to take photographs come 

up front and take photographs.  I know exactly how you 

feel, my daughter and my son-in-law are being called today. 

MR. LAMEK:  Treasurer, it is my very 

pleasant duty to present to you and to this Convocation 

Maureen Kempston Darkes and to ask you to confer upon her 

the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa. 

Ms. Kempston Darkes was called to the Bar in 

1975.  She joined the legal staff of General Motors Canada 

for what she thought was period of two years.  During the 

next 18 years she held a number of positions within General 

Motors multi-national corporation in both Canada and the 

United States of America.  Her advancement bespoke her 

abilities as a lawyer and as an executive.  If there was a 

glass ceiling it did not impede her.  Her proven talents 
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and quality of leadership led to her appointment in 1994 as 

President and General Manager of General Motors Canada 

Limited and Vice-president of the General Motors 

Corporation. 

In addition to those workplace 

responsibilities and achievements, Ms. Kempston Darkes has 

been involved in a number of advisory roles to both 

governmental and charitable organizations, the latter 

including the boards of the University of Alberta and the 

Women's College Hospital Appeal.  She became a member of 

the Order of Ontario in 1997 in recognition of her many 

accomplishments and contributions to the life of this 

province.  It is therefore fitting, Treasurer, that the Law 

Society recognize that by conferring upon her the degree of 

Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, and I ask, Treasurer, that 

you now do that. 

THE TREASURER:  On behalf of the Law Society 

of Upper Canada and pursuant to the authority vested in me 

I admit you to the degree Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, 

with all the rights and privileges there and to 

appertaining.  Congratulations, Dr. Kempston Darkes. 

DR. KEMPSTON DARKES:  Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Fellow Bar Members, you know there are many reasons that I 

am very pleased to be here this afternoon and have the 

opportunity to speak with you.  I enjoy the privilege of 

welcoming you as new lawyers and to be the first to 

congratulate you on achieving a milestone in your careers. 
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I also have the honour of receiving a Doctorate of Laws 

from the Law Society of Upper Canada, and if my mother were 

here today she could say to me you finally got a chance to 

perform at Roy Thomson Hall. 

I am honoured to accept this honourary 

Doctor of Laws degree.  To receive this is truly a 

privilege but to receive it from my esteemed peers at the 

Law Society gives me a great deal of pride and satisfaction 

in my chosen profession.  Thank you. 

I know what a special day this is for you 

and your families.  You have persevered through four years 

of legal education.  I remember vividly what an important 

event it was in my life.  I recall the sense of 

accomplishment and elation I felt at being called to the 

Bar some twenty-four years ago, and I am sure that you are 

experiencing this same feeling now.  I still feel 

privileged and honoured to have received a legal education 

and to be part of this great profession.  I would like to 

offer each of you my sincere congratulations.  I should 

also like to congratulate the families, the spouses and the 

parents of those called today, and in particular I would 

like to congratulate Stephen Harmer, son of General Motors 

employee Barry Zempchuck (phonet.) and his wife Jackie. 

While the new lawyers are worthy of the 

certificate verifying their call, those who have lived with 

students through exams and articles are surely deserving of 

a medal. 
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My fellow members of the Bar, you have just 

completed your formal education but you have just begun to 

learn.  Your training will open doors in many, many areas. 

For me education and particularly my legal education has 

been a foundation of the opportunities which I have had in 

business.  A legal education requires analytical thinking 

which is valuable in law and indeed business.  Moreover it 

establishes a basis for original thought, new ideas and new 

accomplishments.  As the late American President Dwight 

Eisenhower said, "Accomplishment will prove to be a 

journey, not a destination."  And a journey it has been 

indeed for me and I know that it will be for you as well. 

My legal background gave me the advantage in 

my chosen career because lawyers bring an added perspective 

to the table.  I greatly appreciate the ethics and high 

standards that lawyers bring to the corporation.  Having 

spent more than twenty years in the corporate environment I 

can attest that lawyers are well regarded for the 

creativity they bring to the business and for their ability 

to challenge traditional thinking to achieve a correct 

result.  Integrity and original thought are two of our 

greatest assets as lawyers.  I am very proud to be part of 

a profession that has experienced so many important changes 

in society and has played such an important role in social 

and economic development.  I am also proud to be part of a 

profession that has had the courage over the years to ask 

itself the tough questions about equal opportunities for 
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all in the practice of law and to reflect upon the societal 

attitudes which may be reflected by the judiciary as a 

whole.  By asking these questions I believe that we can 

take the major step forward in the creation of a more open 

and equitable society. 

A legal education is a privilege enjoyed by 

a few and a Call to the Bar brings with it the opportunity 

and I believe the obligation to make an insightful 

contribution to the practice of law.  In particular, as 

respected leaders in Society, we are in a unique position 

to make a positive contribution to gender and ethnic 

equality.  Law is an occasion that you can use to service 

your clients and the community at large.  Whether you do 

Legal Aid work, serve in politics or provide service to a 

charity you will be serving your profession.  As lawyers we 

are privileged but with this privilege comes a very special 

trust and a moral obligation to serve. 

As members of the legal profession we have a 

responsibility to tend to the development of our individual 

skills and effectiveness.  Our duty to is to serve our 

clients and to do so with profound knowledge of our 

particular specialty and convey confidence in the legal 

system.  Law, I believe, like every other critical function 

requires some commitment to continuous learning.  As your 

clients stretch your capabilities to compete in a global 

environment your learning requires you to expand to 

encompass their needs.  Learning different approaches and 
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legal systems has become a real if not an expensive asset. 

Lawyers occupy positions of influence in 

corporations and law firms and they are looked upon in a 

leadership role.  Diversity within the profession is a 

critical strength in the development and application of the 

law in our society.  More than anything else, it is 

Canada's diversity which sets us apart from other 

countries.  Because Canada is such an ethnically diverse 

nation it is easy for to us work with other cultures.  This 

is the strength that Canada offers its citizens and one 

which will provide you with enormous opportunities in the 

future. 

We live in a dynamic world.  Social, 

economic and political structures are rapidly changing. You 

need not have geographical boundaries attached to your 

career aspirations.  It is not unreasonable to think that 

many of you here today will have careers in other countries 

on other continents. 

Lawyers have been relied upon for their 

creativity in developing complex yet workable international 

agreements.  Lawyers work closely with the policy makers 

who ensure that international agreements that reach their a 

conceptual level are reflected in a framework of legal 

agreements and legislation that has bold application.  In 

fact, I have come to learn that a strong legal staff is 

absolutely essential to the success of a corporation 

competing in a complex global environment. 
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Wherever in the world that your career will 

take you there is one thing that will remain constant and 

that is your values.  They are what form the foundation of 

your choices and actions.  They stay by you, they give you 

happiness and they enrich your life.  Your values will be 

your inner guide.  When confronted with tough decisions 

they will guide you to the right decision.  A fundamental 

set of values is vitally important to us as individuals and 

a society.  Know your values, trust your values, build your 

values and be guided by your values.  In the years from 

today they will be called upon many, many times. 

In your life there are many different paths. 

You will make deliberate choices.  Think about the 

organizations that you most admire and you want to work for 

in the future.  What distinguishes them from all the rest? 

I believe that we all want to be part of an organization 

that places integrity and honesty above all else, an 

organization that stands up for its principles, one that 

puts character above all of the other qualities and the 

people that it hires, and that honestly respects individual 

initiative at every level of the organization. 

Today, is a special day.  Enjoy it. 

Celebrate it.  Be proud of what you have achieved and 

recognize the support from all the members of the community 

who helped make it possible. 

As focused as we sometimes become in our 

particular profession and its importance let's always value 
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the work of all people.  You know, my mother had a way of 

valuing work.  When people would say to her that she must 

have be very proud of her children, having a doctor, a 

dentist and lawyer, my mother would say, "Yes, that's right 

but you know what you really need in this life is a good 

mechanic."  I think there is much wisdom in that statement. 

Over the years I have come to appreciate 

more and more the lessons that my mother taught me, the 

importance of hard work, the meaning of commitment, 

tenacity, perseverance, the need to set my goals high and 

stretch my capabilities, and perhaps this will support me 

to go forward with a positive attitude and to be there to 

make a difference. 

Congratulations again.  Thank you.  The best 

of luck to each of you in the future. 

THE TREASURER:  Dr. Darkes, you are a role 

model for all our candidates and we thank you for doing us 

the honour of accepting the degree from the Law Society. 

Mr. Bernhardt. 

ACTING DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION:  Thank you, 

very much, Mr. Treasurer.  I have the pleasure of 

presenting the following candidates who have won prizes in 

the Bar Admission Course. 

Awarded the Treasurer's Medal, The Edwin 

George Long, K.C. Memorial Scholarship and the Ronald O. 

Daly Scholarship for the student attaining the highest 

grades in the Bar Admission Course; the Arthur Wentworth 
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Roebuck Award donated by friends of the late Senator 

Roebuck for the student attaining the highest grade in 

Family Law; and a share of the William Belmont Common, Q.C. 

Prize for Criminal Procedure for the student attaining the 

second highest grade in Criminal Procedure, Andrew Elliot 

Bernstein. 

Awarded a share of The S.J. Birnbaum, Q.C. 

Scholarship Second Prize for the student attaining the 

second highest grade in Estate Planning, William David 

Castell. 

Awarded a share of The S.J. Birnbaum, Q.C. 

Scholarship Second Prize for the student attaining the 

second highest grade in Estate Planning, Kurt Stefan Victor 

Clulow. 

Awarded a share of The S.J. Birnbaum, Q.C. 

Scholarship Third Prize for the student attaining the third 

highest grade in Estate Planning, Michael Harold Kimberley. 

Awarded a share of the McCarthy Tetrault 

Business Law Prize donated by McCarthy Tetrault for the 

student attaining the highest grade in Business Law at 

Ottawa, Nicholas James Lewis. 

Awarded the Margaret McNulty Award for the 

student who, among the graduates of the Faculty of Law, 

University of Western Ontario, attained the highest grades 

in the Bar Admission Course; and a share of the S.J. 

Birnbaum Scholarship Third Prize for the student attaining 

the third highest grade in the Estate Planning, Michelle 
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Lynn Simpson Olmstead. 

Awarded the Harcourts Advocacy Award for the 

student attaining the highest combined grades in Civil 

Litigation, Family Law and Criminal Procedure, Arlen Kid 

Sternberg. 

Awarded a share of the Practitioners' Prize 

in Real Estate for the student attaining the highest grade 

in Real Estate, and a share of The S.J. Birnbaum, Q.C. 

Scholarship Third Prize for the student attaining the third 

highest grade in estate planning, David Rajendra Surat. 

Treasurer, there is a Prize from the Bar 

Admission Course.  Would Katherine DesRochers please come 

forward for a special presentation. 

THE TREASURER:  It is my pleasure to 

introduce to Convocation Katherine DesRochers.  Thomas 

Roland DesRochers was born on August 9th, 1959.  He was a 

police officer with the York Regional Police Services and 

rose to the rank of detective.  He was a police officer for 

eighteen years.  In 1994 he graduated from the University 

of Waterloo and decided that he wanted to be a lawyer.  He 

enrolled at Osgoode Hall Law School and in 1997 he 

graduated.  He articled with the Newmarket Patent Office, 

and he enrolled in the Bar Admission Course in September 

with our other candidates.  He passed all his exams but 

tragically, on January 24th, 1999, before he could be with 

us today in person, he died.  This certificate, which I am 

presenting to his wife Kathy, commemorates his completion 
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of the Bar Admission Course.  I know that I speak on behalf 

of all of Convocation and everyone when I offer 

congratulations to you and congratulations to his parents 

Ron and Annette who are here with us, his sister, Michael 

and Rochelle, and his friends from the Newmarket Crown's 

Office, Police Chief Julian Fantino.  I think that what we 

will do is have a moment of silence and stand and give a 

standing ovation to our friend and officer. 

MS. ANGELES:  Treasurer, I present to you 

the following candidates for Call to the Bar in Ontario and 

admission to the Degree of Barrister-at-Law:  Susan Adams, 

Sonicka Advani, Sidney Jason Arbuck, Leonard David Arnold, 

Rajiv Arya, Beth Rani Asher, Peter Back, Roberta Claire 

Marie Bald, Jason Krishna Balgopal, Leigh Shanyn Balgopal, 

Patrice Francois Band, He-Sung Sandra Bang, Michael John 

Beggs, Lisa Dawn Belcourt, Francesco Benedetto, Andrew 

Elliot Bernstein, Jennifer Michelle Bol, Matthew Francis 

Jeremy Boswell, Leah Kristen Bowness, Marylou Helen Brady, 

Lia Marie Bramwell, Gurjit Singh Brar, Kimberley Ruth 

Brooks, Tracy Lea Brooks, Kevin Michael Brown, Michael 

Scott Brown, Sean Adam Brown, Jason Kenneth Spero Bullen, 

Marci Lynne Burgess, Gina Marie Caldarelli, Vania-Ersilia 

Campana, Andrew Alexander Campell, Emilia Casado, Thomas 

James Cass, William David Castell, Alexander William 

Chamberlain, Ellie Choi, Robert Christie, Giovanni Cisorio, 

Steven Everett Clarke, Kurt Stefan Victor Clulow, Eric 

Philip Cohen, Edward Melvyn Cook, Patrice Andre Joseph 
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Cote, Edward Cottrill, Benson Cowan, Jennifer Renee 

Craddock, Hugh John Craig, Prakash David, Zahara Rajabali 

Dhanani, Amedeo Stephano DiCarlo, Gregory David Dillon. 

MS. ROSS:  Ned Djordjevic, Thomas Joseph 

Donnelly, Shannon Elizabeth Dougherty, Paul Arthur Dufays, 

Gillian Barbara Eckler, Cynthia Yvonne Eitel, David Martin 

Ellison, Lorne Sandy Feldman, Robert Douglas Ferguson, 

David Francis Fernandes, Aibe Colum Flynn, Barbara 

Elizabeth Frederikse, Susan Margaret Gaudi, Stephen Andrew 

Gillespie, Baljinder Kaur Girn, Suzanne Kathleen Godsoe, 

Alexis Gosselin, Allen Sean Graham, Sergio Grillone, Thomas 

William Groves, Cindy Guidolin, Katty Habib, Tomasz 

Halinski, Michal Harel, Stephen John Harmer, Thomas Michael 

Harris, Donald Stewart Harrison, Lori Anne Heckbert, Sophie 

Hills, Tyler William Hodgson, Gregory Joseph Hogan, Elissa 

Katharine How, Deborah Anne Howden, Iva Iacobelli, 

Valentina Iadipaolo, Theodoros Ikonomou, Michal Alexandra 

Iny, Hartley Michael Isenberg, Anuradha Iyer, Deric 

Alexander Jacklin, Lee David Jackson, Amatu Jamaly, Karen 

Violet Jones, Adam Lance Kalbfleisch, Samara Beth Kaplan, 

Megumi Kawasaki, Joseph Nathan Kay, Katherine Elizabeth 

Kehoe, Soo-Hyun Kim, Michael Harold Kimberley. 

MS. CRONK:  Ronald Darryl Kirschner, Carlyn 

Klebuc, Sandhya Kohli, Barbara Sophia Kornovski, Jinan 

Kubursi, Philip Simon Kurtz, Sotirios Kyriakopoulos, 

Phillip Joseph LaFlair, Ivy Lam, Kirsten Lamertz, Jane 

Holly Latham, John Joseph Ledy, Yoo-Min Lee, Joan Lorraine 
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Leger, Aida Pu Chi Leung, Nicholas James Lewis, Christina 

Elizabeth Litz, Lynessa Joy Rita Lobo, Alexander Donald 

MacIntyre, David Andrew Mahony, Donna Wing-Yan Mak, Peter 

Denzelo Marshall, William Peter Martin, Andrew Earl Charles 

McFarlane, Darren Michael McKall, Andrew Peter McKay, 

Katherine Susanne McLellan, John Paul McMillan, Paul 

Matthew Merkur, Raymond Mickevicius, Maretta Rosalie 

Miranda, Jo Anne Mitchell, John Gareth Morley, Rodolfo 

Morrone, Jane Mukongolo, Robert Stephen Murphy, Maureen 

Njeri Mutura, Kimberly Ann Myers, Mark William Mymko, 

Nicholas William Nichev, Sandra Yuko Nishikawa, Crystal Lee 

O'Donnell, Michelle Lynn Simpson Olmstead, David Michael 

Parkes, Vandana Patel, Paul Robert Patterson, Megan 

Elizabeth Petrie, Ravin Pillay, Jill Kathleen Plourde, 

David Robert Price, Joanna Lynn Radbord, Aliyah Rahaman, 

Bonnie Eileen Redekop. 

MR. ORTVED:  Sonia Reiss, David Lorne 

Robins, Eric Reade Roblin, Lynne Alice Rudan, Tal Shira 

Sagorsky, John Salmas, Gurdip Singh Sanghera, Paula Leigh 

Sawyers, Mitchell Andrew Schnapp, Michelle Lezley 

Schwartzberg, Edward Gerald Skwarek, Candice Dawn Feldberg 

Solomon, Lance Nathan Soskin, Sam F. Spadafora, Lee Keith 

St. Aubin, Arlen Kid Sternberg, Carrie Anne Stoddart, 

Claudia Anne Storto, Elaine Faye Strosberg, Dawn Marie 

Sullivan, Lori Kay Sullivan, David Rajendra Surat, Amir 

Tamari, Valeri Chantal Thibault, Andrew William Richard 

Thomson, Jamie Todd, Shelley Allison Verbena Trewin, Peter 
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Thomas Trueman, David Ty Ulmann, Antonio Vacca, Yvonne Rita 

Marie Valiquette, Derek Ashley Vanstone, Michael Nicholas 

Varpio, Craig Andrew Vaughan, Jacinto Victor Silva Viera, 

Sylvie Marie Alice Therese Vinette, John Vujnovic, Timothy 

Robert William Walker, Peggy Angela Wascher, Dawn Marie 

Watters, Kevin Jason Weber, Katherine Elizabeth White, Lisa 

Lynn Whynot, Lowell Kurt Ferdinand Wildman, John Douglas 

Wilkin, Steven Richard Willard, Alisa Pam Williams, Matthew 

Irwin Wise, Marion Louise Wright, Rachel Elizabeth Young, 

William Edward Brereton, Natasha Julie MacParland, Kerry 

Andrew Tromanhauser, Christopher Andrew Whelan. 

I pause here to observe that this is the 

last, by my count, of some 2300 candidates over the past 

two years who have received their call from Harvey 

Strosberg during the period of time that he has occupied 

the office of Treasurer.  Being naturally shy, and as you 

can see he is, it is something that hasn't come to him 

easily but he has done it with considerable grace.  Thank 

you.  Last but not least, Rani Way-Yee Wong. 

Now, will the candidates please rise. 

Treasurer, in the name of the Benchers of 

the Law Society of Upper Canada, I request you to confer 

upon these candidates who have completed the course of 

study at the Bar Admission Course and passed the prescribed 

examinations and fulfilled all other requirements, the 

Degree of Barrister-at-Law and call them to the Bar of 

Ontario. 
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THE TREASURER:  By virtue of the authority 

vested in me by Convocation and pursuant to the Statutes in 

that behalf I confer upon each of you the Degree of 

Barrister-at-Law and Call each of you to the Bar of the 

Province of Ontario.  Congratulations. 

It is my pleasure to introduce to you Jimmy 

Dick who will perform for us on the Eagle Heart Drum.  He 

comes to us from Moose Factory and he is going to play for 

us an Honour Song that he has written. 

JIMMY DICK:  Good afternoon.  I would like 

to briefly describe to you about the song and the meaning 

of the drum.  It is important to know what we are doing 

here.  It is to give you an insight into our native 

culture.  The singing song of the youth was the original 

form of communication, the same way a baby communicates 

with a parent.  They sing the same prayers and songs to you 

and you start to know it in the way communication is.  If 

you to feel sad or want attention or things, that's the way 

I can describe the singing style is used.  It is used in 

the forms of all our relations, our relatives.  The drum, 

it is the heartbeat of the earth, heartbeat of the people. 

This drum stick I use, it is a spirit too, Great Spirit, 

and once I start using it on the drum it gives it life, and 

that's what the Great Spirit does for you, too.  When you 

start playing with a drum -- in your body your heart gives 

you life.  I am going to sing the Honour Song, two versions 

of it for the graduates, and then the other part is the 
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Victory Song.  You can walk away in victory here today. 

Thank you very much 

---Honour Song 

---Victory Song 

THE TREASURER:  On behalf of the Law Society 

a small token of our appreciation, a book on the Law 

Society of Upper Canada.  Thank you. 

Chief Justice Filer, Dr. Darkes, Benchers, 

Brothers and Sisters at the Bar, Ladies and Gentlemen, on 

behalf of the Benchers and the 29,000 lawyers in Ontario I 

welcome you into the Law Society of Upper Canada and into 

the profession of law and I send to you my sincere 

congratulations on a job well done. 

We have heard much today about our 

candidates, and so it should be.  It is their day.  But the 

celebration is not for them alone.  Today we also 

acknowledge with gratitude all those who whose love, 

patience, understanding and support made this day a 

reality.  So my new lawyers at the Bar, will you please 

rise for a moment and all of you except my daughter I want 

you to turn to the audience and offer these good people a 

round of applause for the support they have given you. 

Thank you.  You may be seated. 

Convocation day is perhaps my favourite day 

of the year, the one on which I always seem to feel most 

profoundly the joy of being a member of this great and 

noble profession.  This day is even more special than 
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usual.  I have had the privilege of calling to the Bar my 

daughter Elaine and my son-in-law David Robins who is 

married not to Elaine but to Sharon.  I am told in the 201 

year history of the Law Society no Treasurer before ever 

has had the privilege of calling a daughter to the Bar and 

it follows, therefore, that no Treasurer has ever had the 

privilege of calling both a daughter and son-in-law to the 

Bar, so I set two records today. 

As I offer these simple heart felt words I 

do so not only in my capacity as Treasurer but also as a 

father.  Graduates, as you embark upon your careers be 

confident in your abilities.  Do not be overwhelmed.  You 

have been well trained to advise, to compete and to 

succeed.  Although it is likely far too early for each of 

you to know the full extent of your own potential, for now 

it will suffice that you understand that you are guided by 

just plain truth.  Success in this profession is achieved 

not usually by genius but rather by perseverance, by work 

and more work.  Law is a problem solving discipline.  Each 

problem has a solution.  Your challenge is to find that 

solution.  I assure you this, if you apply your talents, if 

you commit to the expense of time and energy you will find 

the solution.  As you make your way remember, too, that the 

law is not a job, and it is not merely the mastery of 

procedure.  It is a noble and learned and honourable 

profession.  A life in law is a privilege.  It is a 

privilege that you must always cherish.  On this wonderful, 
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shining day I challenge you to uphold always to the highest 

values of our profession.  If you do you will conduct 

yourself always with courtesy, with integrity, with honesty 

and with honour and you must never lose the common touch. 

In this way you will honour yourself, you will honour your 

families and you will honour your profession. 

To each of you and to your loved ones and to 

everyone here, I extend my best wishes for your health and 

for your happiness, and may every day be as rewarding and 

as fulfilling as this one. 

Convocation stands adjourned. 

THE REGISTRAR:  Order, all rise.  This 

special sitting of the Ontario Court of Appeal and the 

Ontario Court of Justice (General Division) is now 

convened.  God save the Queen. 

Will the candidates please remain standing 

and all others may be seated. 

CHAIR, ADMISSIONS AND EQUITY COMMITTEE: 

 Chief Justice, on behalf of the Treasurer 

and the Benchers of the Law Society of Upper Canada, I have 

the honour to present the candidates whose names are before 

you.  These candidates have complied with the rules of the 

Law Society and have been called to the Bar in Convocation 

today.  I would ask that they be allowed to take the usual 

oaths. 

THE REGISTRAR:  Shall I proceed to 

administer the Oaths, Chief Justice? 
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CHIEF JUSTICE LESAGE:  Please do. 

THE REGISTRAR:  I am about to administer the 

Oath of Allegiance, the Barristers Oath and the Solicitors 

Oath.  And the end of each oath I will say the words "So 

help you God".  You will then respond as follows.  Any of 

you who object to being sworn will make an affirmation that 

is of the same force and effect as if you had sworn to the 

Oaths.  At the conclusion of each Oath you will say the 

words "I do so affirm " in a clear and loud voice.  Those 

of you who are being sworn will, at the conclusion of each 

Oath, say the words "So help me God" in a clear and loud 

voice.  The Oath of Allegiance is to be taken by those 

candidates who wish to be sworn to that Oath. 

The Oath of Allegiance will now be taken by 

those candidates who wish to be sworn to that Oath. 

You do swear that you will be faithful and 

bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 

Second, Her Heirs and successors according to law, so help 

you god. 

---Oath of Allegiance 

THE REGISTRAR:  Now, you will all take the 

Barristers Oath. 

You are called to the Degree of 

Barrister-at-Law to protect and defend the rights and 

interests of such citizens as may employ you.  You shall 

conduct cases faithfully any and to the best of your 

ability.  You shall neglect no one's interest nor seek to 
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destroy anyone's property.  You shall not be guilty of 

champerty or maintenance.  You shall not refuse causes of 

complaint reasonably founded, nor shall you promote suits 

upon frivolous pretences.  You shall not pervert the law to 

favour or prejudice anyone one but in all things shall 

conduct yourself truly and with integrity.  In fine, the 

Queen's interest and the interests of citizens you shall 

upheld and maintain according to the constitution and law 

of this Province of Ontario.  All of this you swear to 

observe and perform to the best of your knowledge and 

ability, so help you God. 

---Barristers Oath. 

THE REGISTRAR:  Now you will take the 

Solicitors Oath. 

You also do sincerely promise and swear that 

you will truly and honestly conduct yourself in the 

practice of a solicitor according to the best of your 

knowledge and ability, so help you God. 

---Solicitors Oath. 

CHIEF JUSTICE LESAGE:  You may be seated. It 

is a happy, proud and an exciting day for each and every 

one of you, not only those of you who have been called to 

the Bar but equally, if not more importantly, for those of 

you, the families, the parents, the spouses, the partners 

and in many cases the children who have seen you through 

this very difficult period of time, your student years. 

Madame Registrar, Justice Filer, Mr. 
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Treasurer, Honoured Guests, and New Barristers and 

Solicitors, Ladies and Gentlemen, it is indeed a great 

pleasure for me to preside over this Convocation at which 

you have been called to the Bar in Ontario.  Joining me 

today is Justice Sam Filer.  He, too, is delighted to be 

here to welcome you, our newest lawyers to your call. 

Mr. Justice Filer, as you have heard, 

suffers from a serious physical disability.  Let me assure 

you it is only a physical disability.  He has the same 

intellect, the same fine judgment, the same great wisdom 

that he had when he acquired this disease and he continues 

to exercise his intellect as a judge of this court and as a 

result continues to contribute to the courts and to serve 

the people of Ontario. 

The Treasurer spoke to you that success is 

achieved not by genius but by perseverance.  In Justice 

Filer's case it is the case. 

Each of you has worked very hard to be here 

today and you have learned from many mentors on your way to 

this date and let me suggest to you that you have before 

you two people that you can view as role models in your 

life, Justice Filer and our honourary Doctor of Laws 

Maureen Kempston Darkes.  Let them be an example to you and 

for you as you set about your goals in life in this next 

stage of your life. 

You will, as you continue in the practice of 

law become, I'm sure, involved in community organizations 
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and legal organizations.  Lawyers are well known and 

unfortunately not always recognized for the tremendous 

contribution that they make to the community through 

non-profit and charitable organizations.  I know that each 

and every one of you will follow in that great tradition. 

I would ask as well that you consider such 

things as pro bono work as you embark upon your new career. 

I am sure many of you will think for the first few years 

that it is all pro bono work.  But I think it is important 

to make a conscious effort to set perhaps a goal for 

yourself in pro bono work throughout your career. 

I know that you will work hard.  I know that 

you will be outstanding successes in your new careers.  I 

ask you to keep a balance in your lives.  The law is 

important, it is very dear to many of us, to most of us, 

but it is a portion of one's life.  Remember that you have 

an obligation to the community at large and most of all to 

your family.  Try and keep those things in perspective. 

Congratulations on this happy date.  Bon 

chance, good luck in your new careers. 

Madame Registrar, will you close the court. 

THE REGISTRAR:  Order, all rise.  This 

sitting of this court is now concluded.  God save the 

Queen. 
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